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| II. Cor. i. 12. 


for our rejoicing is this, the Teftimony 


of our Confcience, that in Simplicity 
and godly Sincerity, not with flefbly 
Wifdom, but by the Grace of God, 
we have had our Converfation in 
the World, and more abundantly 
to you-wards, 


vr 


i 


Aint Paul, who writes this Epiffle to 
juftify his Miniftry, had, no Doubt, 


therein a primary View to the Honou ve 
of Chrift andthe Advancement of his Kinge 


dom ; for, being a good Man and a firm 
Believer, his Heart was warmly engaged in 
the Caufe of Chriftianity ; and that he 
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be further ferviceable to reftore its Purity and 
promote its Succefs at Corinth, where it was 
already corrupted and in Danger of being loft, 
it was neceflary that his own Character, as a 
Chriftian Minifter, fhould be fet in a juft and 
clear Light beforé that Church, ‘Therefore, 
he applies himfelf, with Diligence, to wipe 
off the various Afperfions that were caft upog 
him ; and particularly, as it was afierted by a 
Party there, that he wasa felfith crafty Man, 
who was artfully profecuting fome deep Defign 


of worldly Intereft. “In Oppofition hereto, he 


afferts, in the Text, his Freedom from any 


fach Defign, the Uprightnefs of his Intentions, 
the Opennefs and Simplicity of his wholg y 


Behaviour, and his Sincerity before God, 


The Words are thus introduced.—Having 


~ Occafion to mention a Troud/e that had befallen 


him, he affectionately blefles God, that it 
enabled him to comfort the Corinthians by 
the Example both of his Affliction and Deliv- 
erance. He prefumes that he had the Benefit 
of their Prayers upon this Occafion, and that 
they gave God Thanks for his Efcape : The 


“Foundation of his Confidence, in which Re- 


Cees 


fpett, was the Teftimony of bis Confcience, that, 


in Simplicity and godly Sincerity, not with , 


frelbly Wifdom but by the Grace of God,. he had 
had bis Converfation in the World ; and more 
= Th; of aes efpecially 
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efpecially towards the Corinthians And 
as the Apoftle’s Behaviour, here defcribed, 
{to the Truth of which Confcience is his 
Witnefs) is that Kind of Behaviour which it 
infinitely concerns every Chriftian Minifter to 
imitate ; and asthe Joy and Comfort which, 
he tells us, he found in that Kind of Life, 
affords the ftrongeft Motive to fuch Imitation, 
I could not think of a more inftructive and 
ufeful Paflage, whereon to entertain my pre- 
fent Reverend and Learned Audience. 


My own Infufficiency to treat the Subject 
as it deferves, I freely confefs ; yet, if you 
will fuffer me to be your Monitor, and hear 


~ with the fame Spirit of Candour, and. with 


the fame View to the divine Approbation, 
with which I defire to fpeak, I hope it will 
not be Time loft. 


I thal! not branch out into many Particulars, 
my Aim being not fo much to inftruét, as to 
ftir up the Minds of my Fathers and, Brethren 
in the Miniftry, already ftored with the Prin- 


ciples of religious Truth, toa ferious devout — 


Refolution, and an earneft affectionate Im-= 
provement ‘of the Things which we all ac- 
knowledge to be of the greateft Weight and, 
Moment. 
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Without the Approbation of the Suprenié | 
Being, the God in whofe Hand our Breath sy 


and whofe are all our Ways; or, which comes 
to the fame Thing, — Withgut the Approba- 
tion of our Great Lord and Mafter Jesus 


_ Curist, the appointed Head over all Things © 


to the Church, whofe Minifters we are, and 
unto whom we mutt fhortly give an Account 
of the Miniftry we have recéived, and of our 
Manner of fulfiling it; without fuch Appro-~ 
bation, I fay, we cannot be happy : And this 
we can in no Wife promife ourfelves upon any 
good and fufficient Grounds, unlefs we have, 
in the firft Place, the Approbation of our own 
Minds and Confciences upon our Behaviour 


and Conduct, For, asthe Apoftle ohn {peaks, 


[ Fo. iii. 20, Ge.] If our Heart condemn us, God 
is greater than our Heart, and knoweth all 
Things ; but if our Heart condemn us not, then 
have we Confidence towardsGod. If our Heart 
condemn us for Infincerity, for acting a Part, 
and having our main View, not to the divine 
_ Acceptance, but the Applaufe, or other Ad- 


vantages, we may receive from our Fellow- 


- Men, our Cafe is very fad; but if, on the 
other Hand, it witnefs for us, as St. Paul’s 
did for him, that: our Converfation in the 
World, and particularly in the Miniftry, is 
not under the Influence of flefhly Wifdom, 
but is fuch as we are directed to, and affifted 
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a is : "> = 

eo “in, by the Grace of God, this isa Foundation 
“for Joy, for Truft and Confidence towards 


God. 


Let me tlien lay before you, ina few Par= 
ticulars; 


I, The Maniter of Converfation that can only 
be approved of By Confcience, in a Chrift- 
ian Minifter, 


iI. The Rejéicing that a Foundation is laid 
for, by the Difcharge of our Chriftian and 
Minifterial Duty in a fincere Manner, at- 
tefted by Confcience. 


' J. The Manner of Converfation that can 
anly be approved of by Conjcience, in a Chriftian 
Minifter, in two or three Particulars, And 
here, 


s 1. We muft, with a View to our own In- 
‘formation, impartially and diligently ftudy the 
Word of God, or the Revelation which he has 
made of his Will. We mutt, with open free 
unbiafled Minds; attend to This, as the Rule 

we ate to walk by; and remember, that the 
very Bufinefs our Commiffion points out to us, 

and wy which alone Chrift has promifed to 
favolf us with his Presence, is teaching his 
Dilciplesto objerve all thofe Things witch He 

B bas 


Las 


has commanded { Mat. xxviii. 20.) And wé 


cannot do this without being informed what 


they are ; nor may any Information, in_ this 
Cafe, be fafely relied on, without confulting 
the authentic Account of all that Jefus both 
did and taught ; which we have fet before us 
in the Writings of the New Teftament, that 
helicving, teaching, and behaving accordingly,: 


we might have Life through his Name. 


If God has made a Revelation of his Will, 
and we know where to find it, our own Rea- 
fon will tell us, that this is to be a Law to us ; 
and that the firft Duty it binds us to, isa 
careful diligent Examination of its Contents : 
And this is more efpecially incumbent on 
Minifters, who, of al/ Men, fhould be furtheft 
off both from Ignorance and implicit Faith y 
whofe Lips /hould preferve Knowledge, that 
they who have not the fame Opportunities and 
Advantages for Studies, af Jeaft, of this Kind, 
may enquire the Law at their Mouth. If the 
blind lead the blind, fays our Saviour, both shalt 
fall into the Ditch, Ye are the Light of the 


_ World, fays he, to thofe whom he was fend- 


ing forth to preach his Gofpel. They muft be . 


Men of Under fanding ; for they are to feed their 
Hearers with Knowledge and Underftanding.’ 


Agreeably, St. Paul’s Advice to Tics) a 
a Chriflian Teacher, was, Give Attendance 
= es ta 
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fo Reading—Negle not the Gift that isin 
thee—Meditate upon thefe Things: Give thy- 
Jelf wholly to them. — Take Heed unto thyfeif, 
and unto thy Doctrine; for in doing this, thou 
jhalt both fave thyfelf and them that hear thee. 
: {1 Tim. iv. 13, Ge.] He mutt ftudy the . 
facred Scriptures, and make them his conftant 
Meditation ; He muft inviolably adhere to 
the Form of found Words exhibited therein ; | 
conforming both his Life and Doétrine there- 
to with the greateft Careand Diligence. And 
if a Minifter, inattentive to this Advice, and 
not regarding the folemn Importance of it, 
but carelefsly prefuming that others who have 
gone before him, have fearched the Scriptures, 
and made no material Miftakes ; and fo have 
faved him the Trouble ; ifa Minifter, T fay, 
fhall thus prefume, and hereupon chufe to in- 
dulge his Eafe and take Things upon Trutt ; 
however fuch an one may fecure his Reputa- 
tion and temporal Intereft, he will be far from 
having difcharged a good Confcience, and will 
lie open to very dangerous Confequences.'He is ¢ 
in great and continual Danger, if not of erring 
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fundamentally from the Truth, yet of enter- ~~ wi | 
: ‘ 


’ taining fuch wrong and miftaken Apprehenfi- 
ons, as will be very prejudicial both to himfelf 
and them that hear him. He is in Danger of 
building a great Deal of Wood, Hay and Stubble, 
though he fhould build upon the true Foun- 
dation ; and when the Day comes that fhall 
Le, ‘ ~~ $e 
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try every Man’s Work of what Sort it is, of 
fuffering Lofs ; the Lofs at leaft of his Works, 
though he himfelf fhould be faved as by Fire. 
[1 Cor. iii. 12.] InaWord,fuch a one is inDan-~ 
ger, by falling in too haftily with receivedTen- 
ets, before he has well examined their Truth, 
both of doing and teaching Things, for which 
his own Confcience fhall afterwards reproach 
him. We have an Inftance of this, in the Man 
who was afterwards the great St. Paul. While 
his Prejudice in Favour of the “few7/h Religion 
kept him from attending toEvidence in Favour 
of Chriftianity, ‘‘ he verily thought with him- 
felf that he ought to do many Things contrary 
totheName of Fe/us of Nazareth;”’ | Ads xxvi. 
9; 10.] yetafterwards, when more thorough- 
ly roufed to his Duty, he cenfures himtelf 
upon this very Account, as one of the chief of 
Sinners, and not worthy to be called an Apoftle, 
[1 Gor. xv. g.] And though we are told he 
‘ chtained Mercy becaufe he did it ignorantly, 
and may charitably hope the fame of others, 
- who.oftend from like miftaken Notions; yet 
PD. this fhould be far from inducing any to be 
. ~ willing to continue in fuch Miftakes ; fince it 
© 4s indeed the Part of Sincerity, and will be in- 
finitely more to our Advantage to enquire, as 
this good Man did afterwards, Lord, what 
wilt thou have me to do? He is now no 
longer difpofed to fhut his Eyes, to ftifléCon- 
“ widtion, to hold faft Deceit ; but is willing 
ws and 
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$ 
and heartily defirous to know his Duty, and 
fis Mafter’s Pleafure, in the full Extent and 


Compafs of it. 


And certainly, My Brethren, it behoves us 
to be very diligent and very confcientious here- 
in. It behoves us, having received the Love 
of the Truth that we may be faved, to {earch 
after it with the utmoft Care and Impartiality, 
guarding againft Mi/takes equally on all Sides, 
and againft being led into, or detained in them, 
through any flethly Wifdom, through the 
Love of Eafe, or the Affectation of Novelty, 
or from any corrupt Biafs whatever. And, 
en the other Hand, befides guarding againft the 
ufual, and moft prevailing Sources of Error, 
we fhould be open and free, and ever ready 
to entertain religious Truths of whatever Kind, 
whether they are fuch as are commonly re- 
ceived, yea or no—whether they are fuch as 
tend to the Credit and temporal Emolument 
of thofe who receive them, or not: For if 
we are partial in Reference to the Truths of © 
Chrift, (equally, I fuppofe, as if we are par- 
tial in Reference to his Difciples) and while 
we receive and entertain one in the moft 
friendly and generous Manner, bid another to 
fland off, to keep its Diftance, or fit down un- 
der our Foot-/tool (alluding to St. fames— Fa. 
ii. 3, 9.) we commit Sin and are convinced of 
fhe Law as Tranfgregors, 


Nothing 


Pe 
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~ Nothing that bears the Stamp of diving 
Truth upon it, and as fuch approves itfelf to 
the unprejudiced Mind, how difagreeable fo- 
ever to former Notions, or what Pains foever 
it may coft us to root them out, and bring our 
prefent Apprehenfions to it, or to what other 
Difadvantages foever it may expofe us, is to 
be rejected. Should our receiving any fuch 
religious Truths become the Occafion of Cen- 
fure and Strife, and create us ever fo much 
worldly Trouble ; we are not to think that 
{ubmitting to this is more than our Chriftian 
Charaéter and Profeflion demand ; for Sin- 
cerity, inareligious Profeflion, certainly, in- 
cludes a univerfal Love of Truth, and a free 
impartial entire Submiffion to its Empire, 


+ ape 
~~ 2, We mutt likewife ufe the fame Sincerity 
a in preaching the Word of God: And not only al 
~ © in forming ourOpinion of the feveral Doétrines 
of Chriftianity, but in our Manner alfo of 
treating thofe Doctrines, guard againft the 
Impreffion of felfith Views, and arm the Mind ; 
swith ftrong Refolution for an inviolable Ad- 4 
a herence to Truth. Sound Speech that cannot 
be condemned, mutt be ever made choice of ; 
without too much Regard had to the Example 
of Solomon, when he tells us ‘“ he fought out 
acceptable Words:”’ At leaft, if we are in- 
. fluenced by it, we fhould be able to add, “as 
in the fame Paflage, [#Zccle, xii, 10.] that - 


they 
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3 they are Words of Truth, and that what is 
- grit, or delivered, is upright. For if; other 
wife, we feek to pleafe Men, we fhall not bé 
the Servants of Chrift ; as St. Paul tells us in 
his own Cafe, [Gal.i. 10.] i.e. He fhould 
not approve himfelf to his great Matter, if he 
made it his main Defign to de acceptable to his 
Hearers, to humour their Prejudices in Pre- 
ference to teaching them the Truth ; this 
would be to conduct himfelf by the Rules and 
~ Maxims of flefhly Wifdom, and not by the 
Grace of God. No; we can do nothing, fays 
he, againft the Truth, but for the Truth. 
[2 Cor. xiii. 8.] We fpeak before God in 
Chriff. [2 Cor. xii. 19.] We [peak not as 
pleafing Men, but God who trieth our Hearts, 
[t Thef. ii. 4.) And, feeing we have this 
Minifiry, we haverenounced the hidden Things 
of Difbonefty, not walking in Craftinefs, not 
handling the Word of God deceitfully, but by 
Manifeftation of the Truth commending our= 
Jetves to every Man’s Confcience in the Sight of 
God : [2 Cor. iv. 1, 2.] ‘* To every Man’s 
Con{cience” not to their Humours and Pre- 
judices ; and “* by Manifeftation of the Truth,” 
not by difguifing it, not by putting upon it 
falfe Colours ; this would be to handle the 
‘Word of God deceitfully, and not to preach 
Chrift fincerely. 


Weare not at Liberty, My Brethren, what- 
: ever 


ever the great Corrupters of Chriftianity havi * ee 
done ; we arenot at Liberty toreprefent the =~ 
@hiifien Scheme in the Manner that we may . 


conceive would be moft to our temporal Ad- 


vantage. We muft not, in our Doétrine, . 
confult flefhly Wifdom ; our own Eafe, or Re-. 


putation, or worldly Intereft ; or even what 
may pleafe our Hearers, and beft fuits with 
the Notions they have entertained: But 
having examined the Revelation we profefs to 
receive as from God, with all the Diligence, 
Care, Watchfulnefs, Serioufnefs, and Prayer, 
that are becoming in an Affair of fo great 
Moment, the Refult of fuch Enquiries and 
painful Searches after the Mind of the Holy 
Spirit, is now to be brought forth in our pub- 


lick Miniftry ; and, as the Force of Evidence ° 


has obliged us to believe, fo muft we fpeak. 
Not as though a Minifter were obliged to 


publifh his private Opinion in whatever re+_ 


lates to Religion ; or even in all Matters of 
fome Weight, if they are fuch as his Hearers 
and the prefent Times cannot yet bear : Pof- 
fibly, this may be juftified ; provided he does 
not teach any Thing contrary to his private 
Opinion, or, by any Manner of {peaking 
whatever, defignedly humour People in Senti= 
ments that are oppofite to the Truth, as it lies 
in his own Mind, upon the matureft Convic+ 
tion : 
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tion : Which cannot, I think, be looked ups 
‘pon as confiftent with Sincerity. 


42 


And let me only add, under this Head} 
what though every Body knows, yet is not 


attended to as it ought, vz. That they are 
; - not the Additions and the Inventions of Men, 
which we are to teach and preach, but the 


Word of God, the Gofpel of Chriftianity, 
the Truth as it is in Jefus ; and that we fhould 


i 

4. do this, as much as may be, notin the Words 

38 which Man’s Wifdom teacheth us, but which 

¥ the Holy Ghoft teacheth ; comparing fpiritual 

ae Chings with fpiritual. bi : cer. t. 17.) am a 
i‘ Matters of pure Revelation not aiming to be vet ig 
* wife above what 1s written ; but in the very 

7 Terms we ufe, and Propofitions we form, 


confining ourfelves to the Revelation which | 


i has taught them. It had been happy for the 
Church of God if this neceffary and moft rea-~ ~ 
. fonable Meafure had been attended to, as the 
.- Negleét of it has produced almott endlefs Strife 


and Controverfy : Men vainly puffed up by a 
flefhly Mind intruding into thofe Things which 
they have not feen, and with the fame Haueh- 
a tinefs and Vanity impofing them upon their 
= Brethren ; while the Words of Truth and 
4 Sobernefs, the Words which not Man’s Wif= ~ 


“si 


a. dom, but which the Holy Ghoft teacheth, 
Sa ee had> little Regard comparatively paid to 


c them, e It = 
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It is a melancholly Confideration, and - 
fhould not be unaffe@ted witht ‘that no more 
Regard is paid tothe Apoftle, fpeaking in this: 
folemn Manner, I fay through the Grace that . 
is given to me to every Man that is among you, 
not to think of bimfelf more highly than hée 
si ought to think, but to think foberly, as God 
‘ hath dealt to every Man the Meafure of Faith. 
[ Rom. xii. 2.] ‘To have obeyed this Precept, 
and to have kept themfelves within the Com-- 
pafs of their Abilities, and of the divine Re= 
velation, would have prevented that Jarring and 
2 Schifm among the Members of Chrift’s my(t= 
ical Body, which has weakened and deformed: 
it more than any one Thing elfe has done. 
©» But to proceed. 


_ 3. As we are both to ftudy-and preach the 

Word of God fncerely, our View in both 

being to approve ourfelves to God ; fo the 

_ ew fime divine Principle muft run through and 

animate and form our whole Converfation ; 

that it may be finch a»the Grace of God, and 

not flefhly Wifdom leads us to, vz. plain,. 
open, and without Difguife, modeft, humble; . 

_ candid, aimed at the Glory of God, the Ad~ 

vancement of the Redeemer’s Kingdom, and 

‘the Salvation of our own and other Men’s 
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~ The Love of Ged mutt be in us, and it ig 
suit be in us as a ruing Principle ; if it be po 
not fupreme its not fincere ; and if it be fu-_ ‘a 
preme, it will have a governing Influence upon 

, our whole Life ; which, in this Cafe, wili be 
directed and devoted to his Praife. ‘To honour 
God, and be accepted of him, will be more ‘ 
to us than every Thing elfe that can be tho’t ‘ 
of. That God may be glorified; and that we uy 
may find Grace in his Sight, will put Life and . 
Motion into our Endeavours to fpread the. 
Knowledge of God, and to promote the Pro- 
feflion and PraGtice of true Religion. We 
fhall love Truth and Virtue, and chearfully 
lay ourfelves out, not only to poflefs thefe di- 

* vine and amiable Qualities ourfelyes, but like- 
wile to propogate them allaround us ; employ- 
ang our moft active and unwearied Services 
for that End. And this will be an high and 
the beft Expreflion of our Love not only to 
Truth and Virtue, but alfo to God and our 
Neighbour, when we maintain a firm refolved 

. Adherence to the Caufe of true and pure Re- 

ligion ; and make the promoting of it. the 
very Bufinefs of our Life, as it is of our Office ; - 
per/uaded that this is gcod and acceptable in the, 
Sight of God our Savisur, who will have. all. 
Men to be faved, and to come to the Knowledge. * 
of the Truth ; | 1 Tim. ii. 4] and that, whats“ 
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reward our Services; whereas the Defertioz 
of this Canfe through Fear of any temporal In- 
ae conveniences, or from the prevailing Love of 
this World, will not fail to incur his heavy 
| Difpleature. And if we love God, and love 
Truth and Virtue, we {hall certainly love the _ 
Lord Jefus Chrift, who is the Image of God, 
= a divine Teacher of Truth, and the greateft 
_ Promoter of Virtue that ever was; we thall 
— * . Jove him in Sincerity, above Father or Mother, 
' or even our own Life ; and this not only on 
Account of his inherent Excellencies, as being 
in. himfelf altogether lovely ; but alfo decaufe 
we thus sudge, that if be died for all, then were 
all dead ; and that he died for all, that they* 
which live, frould not henceforth live unto 
themfelves, but unto him who died for them and 
rofe again, [2 Cor. 5,14.) And how will 
this induce us to feea bis Sheep, and to feed 
bis Lambs ? And that any one hould 
perifo for whom Chrift died, with what 
inward Regret, with what tender, deep 
Refentment fhall we think of it! What a 
Spring therefore of Diligence will this be to 
us, and the Meafure of how holy, how wife 
and regulara Conduct! For if we love Chrift, 
we fhall be careful to zmitate and obey him ; 
Flis Pattern of Meeknefs, Humility, Self-De- 
nial, Diligence in doing and Patience in fuf- 
fering the Will of God, ‘will lie ever before 
us § 
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‘us ; and we fhall not think of promoting his 


onour in Ways that, at the fame Time, 
will difcover ‘* we have not in us the meek, 
lowly and benevolent Difpofition he fo con- 
ftantly expreffed ; nor value treading in his 
Steps, or even obeying his Commands, tho’ 
we call him Matter and Lord, and would be 
thought to be zealoufly aftefted towards him.” 
Our Lord’s Rebuke to fuch as thefe, is very 
remarkable, Y% know not what Manner of 
Spirit ye are of ; for the Son of Man is not 
come to deftroy Men’s Lives, but to fave them. 
[Luke ix. 56.] ‘The Spirit of Chrift is a Spirit 
of Beneficence, Gentlenefs and Forbearance ; 
and if it be in his Minifters, it will thew itfelf 
forth in the Meeknefs of Wifdom, and not in 
bitter Envy and Strife. Alas! how many de- 
ceive themfelves in this Refpect ? They think 
that they are promoting the Honour of Chritt ; 
and imagine that this will warrant and juftify 
any Meafures they may go into for that End : 
BatChritt will not be ferved in forbidden Ways. 
Ve are myFriends, fays he, iP ye do whatfoever I 
command vou, [fobn xv. 14.] And he that 


bath my Commandments, and keepeth them, be 


it is that loveth me. 


If we would approve ourfelves Chrift’s true 


and real Friends, and be great in the Kingdom 


of Heaven [ Mat, v. 19.] we muft faithfully. 


ftudy 


fludy the Laws of our holy Religion ; and ~ 
carefully practice them our/elves, as well as 
teach them to the World. We muft ayoid 
the fatal Miftake of thofe who fpend the whole 
Force of their Mind in Speculation, -or in 
promoting the fame weak ‘and unprofitable _ 
“Speculation in others, which they fo highly 
value in themfelves. It “was Our Saviour’s 
Do€trine, if ye know thefe Things, “happy are 
ye if ye do them. [Yobn xiii. 17.) And in the 


“Nature of Things, Mankind are not to be 


ferved by ftirring up their Zeal for or againft 
Opinions, of which, after all that can be faid, 
they will have but a very imperfeG@ and inade- 
quate Underftanding ; at leaft, they are not te 
be ferved in this Way fo much as by teaching 
them the great Duties of Piety, Righteou/ne/s, 
and Sobriety ; which are eafier underftood and’ 
on the Practice of which, their own Experi- 
ence will convince them, their prefent Hap- 
pinefs in a great Meafure depends, 


Nor need we be fhy of promoting, or of 
laying out our Strength to promote, fuch a 
Manner of Converfation as the Grace of God, 
which bath appeared to Men, bringing Salva- 
tion, teacheth ; if only we are careful to go 
before our Flocks in the Example of fuch a 
Converfation : And this is a Thing, my 
Brethren, of more than. ordinary Importance 

: both 
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both to our own and our People’s Happinefs, 
Therefore the holy Scriptures lay fuch Strefs 
upon it, that ¢ Bi/hop be blamelefi as the Stew- 
ard of God, not felf-willed, not foon angry, not 
given to Wine—but fober, juft, holy, temperate, 
[Tit. i. 6, Ge.] an Example of the Believers 
in Word, in Converfation, in Charity, in Spi- 
rit, in Faith, in Purity. [t Tim. iv. 12.J}— 
It is for a Lamentation, that there fhould be 
Offences among us in-any of thefe Kinds, 
(alas ! fo frequent) and thereby not only 
the Miniftry be blamed, but the holy Name. 
and Religion of our great and dear Saviour, 
fuffer fo much; Efpecially when we confider 
that even to be-blamelefs fo far’ (at leaft in the 
Eye of the World) is yet fhort of what both 
our Duty and our Mappinefs require : For,, 
as out Obedience, to be fincere, muft be uni-. 
verfal, refpecting all God’s Commands, and 
Jhunning every evil and falfe Way ; if we only 
abftain from fuch grofferVices, which indulged 
would ruin our Reputation, and perhaps ene. 
danger our Subfiftence ; and, on the other 
Hand, practife only thofe cheaper Virtues, 
which expofe to no temporal Inconveniences, 
nor require the Mortification of any favourite 
Pleafure, or Intereft ; we fhall, after all, be. 
without any good Evidence of our Sincerity 5 
and, confequently, incapable of that high: 

Satisfation and Felicity which St. Paul ex- 
perienced 


a) 


¥ 
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perienced in the Evidence of his ; as he tells 
us in the Text Our refoicing 28 this, the 
Feflimony of our Conference, &c. 


Which brings me to the other Branch of 
my intended Difcourfe, at this Time, natur- _. 
ally arifing upon the Subject before us, vz. 
To confider, 


II. The Rejoicing that a Foundation is laid 
for, by the Difcharge of our Chriftian and 
minifterial Duty, in a fincere Manner, atteft- 
ed by Confcience. 


The Manner of Life that has been deferibed, 
(at leaft, that is defcribed in the Text) is not 
only in itfelf the beft and moft excellent Kind | 
of Life; but is, moreover, attended with the 
greateft Joy and Happinefs. 


It is that Kind of Life which is moft agree- 

» able to the Frame and Conftitution of the 
human Mind; and which only preferves its 
Dignity, and the true Order and Harmony of 
its Faculties. And as it is thus congruous to 
the reafonable Nature of Man, and tends to 
his prefent Perfection ; fo it is moft for the 
Honour of God, and moft pleafing in bis Sight : 
For though a Man cannot be profitable to God, 
as he that is wife may be profitable to himfelf; 
; be and, 


- 
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and, agreeably, our Saviour teaches his Dif- 
ciples, when ye fhall have done all thofe Things 
which are commanded you, fay, We are unpro- 
fitable Servants, [Luke xvii. 10.] Yet, as 
doing our Duty faithfully, and improving the 
Powers we have received, in the Service af- 
figned us, is the beft and fureft Expreffion of 
our Love to God, unfeigned Submifiion to his 
Authority, and of the grateful Senfe we have 
of the Benefits Je has beftowed upon us, we 
can do nothing that is more for his Honour : 
It is, indeed, the only Way in which we are 
capable of honouring God at all. Andas He 
has faid, Them that honour me, I will honour. 
[1 Sam. ii. 30.] This fhews the Acceptance 
of it; nor are the holy Scriptures {paring in 
this Refpect; but abundantly declare the high 
Acceptance of an upright Life with God. 
Such as are upright in their Way, are bis De- 

light. [Prov. xi. 20.) His Countenance be- 

holds them with Pleafure. They dwell in bis : 
Prefence. And the like. 


eo 


_ And if an upright Life is fo pleafing to God,’ 
the Man who is conicious of fuch a Lite, 
muft needs have great Freedom towards him ; 
a holy Boldnefs and Confidence running thro’ 
all his Applications to the fupreme Being : He 
cafts his Cares upon God ; believing that He 
careth for him ; and the Peace of God, which 

D pafles 
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paffes all Underftanding, keeps his Bart and 
Mind through Jefus Chrift. If he is under the 
Cenfure of an uncharitable World, that God 
knows his Integrity, will be a fufficient Support. 
If he is laid on a Bed of Sicknefs, or is bro’t 
intoa near View and Profpect of Death, and 
can appeal, with good Hezekiah ; Lord, re- . 
member how 1 have walked before thee in Truth, 
and with a perfect Heart, and have done that 
which is good in thy Sight. [Ifa. xxxviii. 3.] 
This will more than make his Bed in his 
Sicknefs ; it will difarm the King of Terrors; 
and he will ftep down into the dark Valley, 
fearing no Evil; his Fleth refts in Hope. 
Thou wilt fhew me the Path of Life. In thy 
Prefence is Fullnefs of Foy, and at thy right 
Hand arePleafures for ever more. [ Pf. xv.11.] 


This is the Confidence of the upright Man, 
the Joy of Affurance, a Hope that maketh 
not afhamed in Life or Death, or before the 
Tribunal of the great Judge of all. Heresz 
(fays the Apoftle) 7s our Love made perfect, 
that we may have Boldne/sin the Day of fudg- 
ment. [1 Sobn, iv. 17.] And in another Place, 
Little Children, abide in him, that when he 
fhall appear, we may have Confidence, and not 
be afhamed before him at bis Coming. [1 John 
ii. 28.] This exprefles the greatet Happinefs 
we are capable of in this World ; and the 

. Grounds 


———— 
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Grounds of it follow inthe next Verfe: If ye 
know that he ts righteous, ye know, that every 
One that doth Righteoufneys is born of him, and 
confequently is an Heir of God. 


- The righteous Yudge will, in the great Day; 
approve of the Integrity of the upright Man : 
His Countenance has beheld him with Plea- 
fure all along through the Courfe of a holy 
Life, ftruggling with, and overcoming the 
Temptations, which would have turned him 
afide from his Integrity. The good Man, I 
fay, has been all this While a delightful Spec- 
tacle to his great Lord and Judge, who will 
now, at laft, pronounce to him thofe p/ea/ant 
Words, Well done, thou good and faithful 
Servant ; thou haft been faithful in a few 
Things, I will make thee Ruler over many 
Things; enter thou into the oy of thy Lord. 
[ Mat. xxv. 21.] ie iat. 


— Such an One is prepared for Happinefs ; 
his Integrity, his unfeigned Love to God and 
Chrift, his pure, his peaceable, his meek and 
benevolent Difpofition ; thefe have qualified 


him for the State and Place of the Blefled; he. 


has a Relith for the Joys which flow at the 
divine Right Hand ; having the Love of God 
in his Breaft, the Love of Chrift, and the 
Love of Truth and Virtue ; in Confequence 
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of which, he is capable of Converfe with a 
holy God, and of fupreme Delight therein ; 
He is capable of a delightful Society and In- 
tercourfe with the whole Company of the 
Blefled ; and therefore, through the Mercy 
of God, and the Merits of the Redeemer, 
{hall not be denied it. Whereas, without 
this Integrity, without this fincerely virtuous 
and good Diipofition, whatever other Excel- 
lencies a Man may be poffefled of, though he 
could fpeak with the Tongues of Men and An- 
gels 5 though he underftand all Myfteries and 
‘all Knowledge ; though he had the Faith of an 
Apoftle, and the Zeal of a Martyr, it would 
profit him Nothing ; he could not be happy. 


And is a Life then of fincere Piety and Vir- " 
tue, a Life of holy Diligence in the Service of 
God, and in the Works of our Calling, of 
fuch mighty Confequence ? Can the Con/ctou/= 
nefs of it be other than a Foundation of great 
and ‘continual rejotciug 2 Who would not 
rejoice in that which ts fo highly acceptable 
to God, and which gives fuch Confidence to- 
wards him? In that which the {upreme Being 
himfelf vouchfafes to {peak of with Praife ; 
and which he always (he tells us) beholds 
with Pleafure? Who would not rejoice in 
that, which is not only the fureft Confolation 
of Life, under all its heayieft Preffures, but 
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which likewife will lighten Death, difarm its 
Terrors, and make even the Judgment of the 
Great Day to be thought of with Pleafure ? 
{na Word, Who would not rejoice in ¢hat, 
which is the cleareft and brighteft Expreflion, 
that our Nature can bear, of the moral Image 
of that Being, who is not only the Fountain, 
but Standard of all Perfection ; and which will 
qualify us, not only for a delightful Converfe 
with him, while here in our Paffage through 
this Vale of Tears ; but likewife for a moft 
blifsful Abode in his Prefence and Kingdom 
forever ; and which, through the Mercy of 
God and ‘the Merits of the Redeemer, will 
not fail to bring us to it ? 


This is a Joy, which, as the World gives 
jt not, foneither canthe World take it away ; 
it muft be our own Procurement, through 
the Aids of divine Grace ; and we fhall enjoy 
it fecurely in ourfelves. Let the upright Man 
fearch his Heart and try his Ways, and his 
own Confcience will make the. Report upon 
which his rejoicing depends. It has little to 
do with the Opinion that others may have of 
us; nay, this Joy is of that Sort, that the 
more the World frowns upon it, the more it | 
jncreafes, and the dearer it grows. Agree- 
ably, the Time when St. Paul experienced this 
Joy {asthe Context informsus) was when the | 
" Sufferings 3 


ot 


30 A Convention SERMON. 


Sufferings of Chrift abounded in him; yea, 
when he was prefed out of Meafure, above 
Strength, infomuch that he defpaired even of 
Life: Nor are the Joys of Uprightnefs ever 
felt, ever tafted with more exquifite Pleafure 
than at fuch q Time. ie 


The World may deprive us of our good 
Name, or of our Poffeffions ; but it cannot 
deprive us of our Integrity, (if weare refolved 
to hold it faft) or of the Comfort and Joy 
that will neceffarily arife from a Confcioufnefs 
of it: No; but this will be fo much the greater 
by how much the more we are afperfed. By 
how much the more our Profpects with Re- 
gard to earthly and temporal Things fail us, 
by fo much the dearer, and of fo much more 


worth and Value, will appear to be that juft 


Confidence in God, which is the Fruit of Up- 
rightnefs, and that Affurance of his A/mighty 
Friendjhip, which can never fail ; and which 
we fhall be fure to enjoy, in defpite of all that 
either Malice or Power can do to deprive us 
of it, if we hold faft our Integrity. What a 
brave Refolution then was that Till I die 
I will not remove my Integrity from me, my 
Righteoufne/s 1 hold faft, and will not let it go. 
My Heart shall not reproach me fo long as I 
hive, [Fob xxvii. Py 6.] 


But I may not enlarge, A 


XN 
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that this, in common with*évery other good 
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; A jut Inference from what has been faid, 


would be If Sincerity or Uprightnef, in 
fludying and preaching the Word of God, and 
every other Part of a Minifter’s Converfation, 
is of fo great Importance,.. then their Offence, 
their Mifcarriage is very great; who do any 
Thing to difcourage it ; or to turn Minifters 
afide, by any Stumbling-Blocks, by any 
‘Temptations caft in their Way, from that 
Simplicity and godly Sincerity, in the Profef 


fions of their Faith, in their Manner of treate 


ing Chriftian Doétrines, or in any other Part 
of their Behaviour, which is fo neceflary to 
their Happinefs, 


But this Inference, of what Weight foever, 
(and I can’t but heartily with it were ferioufly 
attended to ; for, in my Mind, they who of- 
fend inthis Point, incur heinous Guilt and a 
heavy Difpleafure of the Almighty ; it being 
the very Crime of which our Saviour, the 
meekeft Perfon that ever was, yet fpake with 
fo much Severity of the Perfon’ who is guilty 
of it, It were better (fays he) that a Millfione 
were banged about his Nect and that he were 
drowned in the Depth of the Sea, [ Mat. xviii. 
6.]) This, I fay, with diverfe other Ufes 
of the Doétrine, mutt be omitted, that I may 
not be tedious ; for the Time will only allow 


Ulfe 
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Ufe that can be made of what has been faid, 
fhould be inforced in the following brief; but 
ferious Addrefs. 


My Reverend Fathers and Brethren, much re= 
Specied and dearly longed-for in Chrift. 


aoe we be perfuaded to be wife and 


happy ? Would to God the Exhortation 
were needlefs ! Shall we remember that we 
are Men, (as well as Minifters) and that, in 
common with the Reft of Mankind, we have 
Souls to fave or lofe? Shall we remember that 
we are mortal—Whoever thought otherwife 
of himfelf? Yet, you will forgive me this 
Wrong, if I prefs you to realize it. Do we 
not fee that wife Men die, as well as that the 
foolifh and brutith perifh? The Fathers— 


“Where are they? and the Prophets, do they 


live for ever 2? The Places that once knew 
them, and this among others, now knows 
them no more, Our great and bleffled Lord 
hath an unchangeable Priefthood, becaufe he 
continueth ever ; but his Minifters ftill facceed 
one another, as not being fuffered to continue 
by Reafon of Death. [Heb. vii. 23, 24.] Shall 
we remember fen, that we have to die; and 
that after Death there will be a Judgment, an 


- awful, tremendous Judgment ?—For the Lord 


himfelf wili come, and will both bring to Light 
: the 
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the hidden Things of Darknefs, and alfo make 
mantfeft the Counfels of the Heart. [1Cor. iv.4.] 


In Reference to which Judgment, to have 
Boldne/s, as theApoftle fpeaks, 7. ¢. good Hope 
through Grace, and at the Time of it to have 
Praife of God, as every upright Man will ; 
How great is the Happine/s ! and how folicit- 
ous fhould we be to'make it our own ! Nay, 
for the prefent, My Brethren, are we not in 
a World which, being infeéted with Sin, and 
overfpread with the Shadows of Death, can 
afford little elfe but a Profpect of Sorrows ? 
And do we not need then the Confolations of 
God, which are not fmall ? And are we ca- 
pable of thefe, if we are not upright ? Can 
there be Peace, any Peace to that Man, who 
is at Variance with himfelf, and whofe own 
Heart condemns him ? That we may rely on 
the Friendfhip of Heaven, and affure out 
Hearts before God, muft not Confcience be 
our Friend, and its ‘Teftimony be in our Fa- 
vour? And can this be, if we are not upright ? 


In the firft Place, Will Confcience approve 
of it, if we are flothful and negligent in Re- 
ference to the Knowledge of God’s Will ; in 
our Endeavours and Purfuits after that Know- 
ledge which all fiould /eek as Silver and fearch 


_ for as hid Treafures ? Is it not the primary 
Duty of fuch'a Creature as ‘Man, to inform 


himfelf 
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himfelf of his Maker’s Pleafure, by ‘ll the 
Means in his Power ? Andis it not the prim- 
ary Duty of fuch an Officer in the Kingdom of 
God as the Chriftian Minifer, with the 
greateft Diligence and Impartiality to inform 
himfelf of the true and real Contents of that 
Revelation, which it is his Bufinefs to open 
and unfold to others? Shall we be able to 
juftify it to ourfelves, if we take this upon 
Truft ? or, Shall we be able to anfwer it to 
our Great Lord and Mafter, if, in Difparage- 
_ment of the Revelation, which be has made, 
and God confirmed with Signs and Wonders, 
and miraculous Gifts of the Holy Ghoft, ac- 
cording to his own Will, (if in Difparagement, 
I fay, of this divine Revelation) we receive 
» for Doétrines the Commandments of Men? of 
Men uninfpired, and not commiffioned. to be 
_ Lords of our Faith, being weak and fallible 
Men, evenas ourfelyes? Again, 


oy, 


MConfcience approve of it if we are care- 
‘Tef§ and indifferent with Refpeét to what we 
teach? Are the People obliged, by a divine 
Command, to take Heed what they hear, 
[Mark iv. 24.] and fhall not Mizifters look 
upon themfelves as under at leaft an equal Ob- 
ligation to take Heed what they preach 2 Shall 
we ferve the Lord, in this Refpeét, with what 
_cofts us nothing ? or, inftead. of the fincere 
_ Milk of the Word, which the wile and fai 
; ‘ai u 
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ful only defire, feed them with profane and 
old Wives Fables, (as the Apoftle fpeaks, 1 
Tim. iv. 7—6 Ch. 5 V.—Tit. i. 14. and elfe- 
where) or with the Commandments of Men, 
who turn afide from the Truth ; or with the 
perverfe Difputings »f Men of corrupt Minds, 

roud and knowing Nothing, but doting about 
Queftions and Strifes of Words, whereof cometh 
Envy, Railings, evil Surmijes? Alas! my 
Brethren, what a dreadful Abufe is this of the 
facred Oracles, and of the facred Funétion ! 
And fhall we not then ffir up the Gift that ts 
in us, and endeavour to be Workmen that need 
not to be afhamed, rightly dividing the Word 
of Truth ? Once more, : 


Will Confcience approve of it, if we are 
off our Guard, if we are uncircumf{pect and 
unexemplary in amy Part of our Converfation ? 
Or, it.we live in the Omiffion of Duty fo 
far as will poflibly confift witha fair Reputa- 
tion, or keeping our Places; and only obferve 
thofe, which require little or no Self-Denial ; 
avoiding whatever that might expofe us, for 
the Sake of God and of a good Contcience, for 
the Sake of Truth and Virtue, to the Cenfure 
and Obloquy of an ignorant and fuperftitious 
World? Or, ifthe Motives we are governed 
by, and the Springs and Principles of our Ac- 
tions, are not fpiritual, but flefhly ; are not 

heavenly, but earthly? 
; ae In 


a 


Se ee 


Pe 


baie ee 


36 © A Convention SERMON. | 


In aWord.—WillConfcience approve of it if 
in ourAim and earneft Defire we fall any Thing 
fhort of a univerfal Compliance with the whole 
Will of God; or reft in any Thing befides the 


. divine Favour and Acceptance? It is to God, 


my Brethren, and not to Men, that we are to 
do what we do: Therefore, if we love the 
Praife of Men more than the Praife of God ; 
or content ourfelves with receiving Honour 
from our Fellow-Worms, and /eek not the 
Honour that cometh from God only, weare not 
fincere ; we are not fincere good Men; we 
may be fincere in our Wickednefs, but wearé 
not fincerely virtuous or holy ; and Confcience 
can in no Wife approve of fuch Conduct.— 
Confcience neceflarily hasa Refpect to God ; 
it judges for and under him, and if we would 
have its Approbation, the Truth mu/t be in our. 
inward Parts. 


And let us confider, let us deeply and often 
confider, how happy this will make us. I 
know you defire to be happy ; the whole Cre~ 
ation thirfts after it. Now the true Secret 
lies here—To be good is to be happy ; and nei- 

‘ther Earth nor Hell can feparate what God 
has fo joined together. If our Way be the 
Way of Uprightnefs, it will have the Appro- 
bation of Heaven; and this, with the Appro- 
bation of Confcience, will fecure to us a Hap~ 
pinefs that neither Men nor Devils can ie 
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The utmoft that can be done to us, in this 
Cafe, without our own faulty and foolifh Con- 
fent, is only to haften us into the Poffeffion of 
that Happinefs, the Confummation of which | 
we are breathing after ; if only our Treafure 
is in Heaven, and. our Heart is there ; which 
is no more than is included in Uprightnefs. 


. Beware then, my Brethren, of fle/bly Wi/- 
dom, which is indeed the greateft Folly, Men 
deceive themfelves (would to God I could fay 
Miniffers did not ; they deceive themfelves) 
in the Purfuit of Pleafure, or Happinefs : 
‘They think it ies in the Road of Senfe and 
Appetite , but in the Parfuit, lo! it flees from 
them. And where fhall this divine Form be 
met with, where fhall we be fure to embrace 
Her? The holy infpired Writings inform us, 
and Nature and Reafon fay the fame Thing, 
TO BE GOOD IS TO BE HAPPY. Leé 
us bear, {ays Solomon, who had run the Round 
of fenfual Delight, and found all to be. Vanity ; 
ie us hear, fayshe, the Conclufion of the 
whole Matter, after all his Enquiries and all 
his Experience, Fear God and keep his Com-. 


mandments, for thisis the WHOLE of Man, © . 


[Eccl xii. 13.] And, behold ! a Greater 
than Solomon has faid, Seek firft the Kingdom 
of God and his Righteoufnefs, and all thefe 
Things fhall be added unto you. { Mat. vi. 33-4) 
Nothing can be wanting to the truly pee: 
an 


t 
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and upright Man: ‘The Armicuty, the 
everlafting God, is his Friend and Father.— 
He that made and governs the Univerfe, and 
in whofe Hand it is to make great, to make 
wife, to make happy, is his Friend and Father ; 
and fhall not all Things then work together 
for his Good ? 


_ If God be for us who can be againft us? If 
he has faid, 1 will never leave thee, nor forfake 
thee; nor fuffer any Temptation to befal thee 
above what thou art able; and neither Death, 
nor Life, nor Angels, nor Principalities, nor 
Powers, nor Things prefent nor Things to come, 
nor Height nor Depth, nor any other Crea- 
ture fhall ever feparate the truly good Man 
from. the Love of God which is in Chriff 
“efus his Lord; is not this enough, and muft 
it not be the true Way to Happinefs? Yet 
add to this, the Friendfhip and the affured 
good Offices of the great Saviour, the ap- 
pointed Lord and Judge both of the Quick 
and Dead, and who has it in his Gift to con- 
fer a blefied and glorious Immortality, — to- 
gether with the Efteem and Love of good 
“ingels and good Men; and what can be 
wanting more ?—unlefs a Man’s own Efteem 
and Approbation of himfelf ? and this too is 
the Portion of UprightnefS : This is the 
Crown of all ; not in itfelf, but as it is our 
EvipeEnce for all the Reft : In which Senfe 
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I may dare to repeat it, This zs the Crown of 


all, and gives the Soul a continual Feaft. - ae 
Be in Terms then with your own Contfci- 

ences, in Preference to all the World ; and 
continually advife with them, how you fhall 
behave ; how you fhall preach ; how you fhall 

 ftudy: But advife not with flefhly Wifdom, 
carnal Policy, worldly Intereft, or the Paffions 
and Appetites of animal Nature. Thefe are 
all inferior and bafer Springs and Principles of 
Action ; and muft be mortified and fubdued 
that the Grace of God may take its Reign, 
and rule in the Heart ; which it no fooner 
does, but the Peace of God will rule there too ; 
and from that Moment the Man is happy. 


You perceive, my Brethren, that I confider 
you as Men, and not merely as Minifters.— 
I have chofe to do fo, becaufe being Minifters, 
we are lefs.apt, it may be, to view ourfelves 
in that Light ;° when yet, if being entrufted 
with the Keeping of others Vineyards, we 
heglect our own ; and, after we have preached 
to others, we ourfelves fhould be Ca/f-aways, 
we are of all Men the moft miferable : ‘This 
God of his infinite Mercy avert, as to each 
one of us, and, on the other Hand grat that, 
being wife and righteous and turning many 3 
to Righteoufnefs, we may (bine forth as the : 
Sun in the Kingdom of our Father ; when all 
aces ee EE a: SESS Things 
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Fhings that offend, and they which do Iniquity, 
are caft into a Furnace of Fire? Letus ftrivé 
together in our Prayers, with and for one an- 
other that it may be fo ; by every Mean in 
our Power, feck to {pread the Knowledge of 
God, the Faith of Chrift,’ the Pra&tice of 
' Virtue, and the Salvation of Souls, Let us 
aim at this, at Lome in our feveral Charges, 
and while we are together as a Convention, 
particularly in the Contribution propofed for 
the Relief of our poorer Brethren, and the 
Supply of the Word of God in Places deftitute 
of it. Letus, and all, whofe Hearts God is 
pleafed to itir up to bear a Part with us, have 
therein a View to the Honour and Acceptance 
of Him, who has faid, Inafmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the leaft of thefe my Brethren, 
ye have done it unto me; that /o it may be, 


as St. Paul fpeaks, upon an Occafion not al=-~ 


together unlike, an Odour of a fweet Smell, a 
Sacrifice acceptable, well pleafing to God; 
and that he may thereupon /upply ‘all our 
Need, according to bis Riches in Glory, by 
Fefus Chrift. ae 5 is 


. ay | 
Pata Now unto God and our Father be Glory 


for ever and ever. AMEN, ~ 
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